
SHE RUBS SHOULDERS WITH  
HALLE BERRY, PENELOPE CRUZ & ROBERT DOWNEY JR 

A QUEBECOUR ON THE SET OF GOTHIKA 
(ENGLISH VERSION OF THE MAGAZINE “ECHO-VEDETTE”) 

 
Actress, singer and dancer, Barbara 
Alexandre was given the chance to 
be part of Mathieu Kassovitz’s 
feature film Gothika. She was Halle 
Berry’s stand-in. 
 
B: As a stand-in my job is to be part 
of the lighting and camera set-up 
for the principal actor, this is 
referred to as blocking the shot. At 
this moment the principal actor 
does not have to be standing there 
for hours while the crew sets up. 
 
L: She had the opportunity to do the 
same movements as the Bond girl 
from the most recent James Bond 
movie. 
 
B: I had the extraordinary 
opportunity to do the blocking of 
the entire scene with the principal 
actors and the director, which is 
rare for a stand-in. 
 
L: Barbara had the opportunity to 
see Halle on a regular basis. 
 
B: I had the opportunity to rub 
shoulders with Halle in the morning 
when she did her blocking and 
while we waited in-between set-ups. 
I got to see her everyday and she is 
very nice. 
 
L: This first experience as a stand-in 
was extraordinary for the actress. 
 
B: I could have never imagined 
such an experience, even my close 
friends who have been stand-ins 
have never had such a close 
relationship with the actor, from A 
to Z it was extraordinary. So far 
everything went very well and I 
challenged myself by learning the 
sides because they are constantly 
changing.  In the morning Halle 

would learn and revise her daily 
dialogue and I would do the same 
to be on the same page as her. 
 
L: She would not hesitate to do the 
same job again. 
 
B: This is the Actor’s Studio live as 
we see professional actors working 
in front of us, it’s really important 
to take every positive aspect of 
this job, to push our personality 
and our jobs as actors and to 
move forward. I think that 
witnessing the way other 
professional actors prepare 
enriches and inspires us as people 
and I could not have this sort of 
schooling anywhere else.  
 
L: Barbara got this job by 
submitting her casting photo. 
 
B: We didn’t have any auditions 
but candidates submitted casting 
pictures.  The casting director 
Andrea Kenyon called me and 
began asking me random 
questions like what’s your height? 
What is the color and length of 
your hair? Two seconds later she 
called me again and asked me my 
exact height and weight? At this 
time I asked her what these 
questions were in regards to and 
she said “we are looking for a 
stand-in for Halle Berry” and in my 
head I thought “ Ya right, like I’m 
going to be chosen to be Halle 
Berry’s stand-in”. The reason I 
thought this was because three 
years prior they called me to be 
Vanessa William’s stand-in but I 
said I had short hair, which made 
me lose the opportunity because 
they needed someone with long 
hair.  The casting director said she 
would call me back in a week.  As I 

was about to perform at a huge event at 
the Metropolis, I decided to retrieve my 
phone messages around 6:30 p.m. and 
realized I had four messages waiting 
from Andrea “Barbara, the director 
wants to see you”. I thought I had lost 
the job. Andrea called them and finally 
when I met with him the following day, 
our chemistry was great. 
 
L: Obviously they were looking for some 
industry experience and Barbara 
already had five professional years 
under her belt. 
 
B: I am a professional actress who acts, 
sings and dances and I have been 
doing this for more than five years. It’s 
been over three years that I have been 
doing this on a full-time basis.  Prior to 
this I was acting on Watatatow where a 
lot of Quebec actors get their start. I did 
Virginie, Coroner, and a lot of extra and 
commercial work.  As a dancer I’ve 
done a lot of television shows.  This has 
been my journey as an actor which 
hopefully will further my career. 
 
L: Meeting with these principal actors 
was also perfect. 
 
B: I met Halle, Robert Downey Jr. and 
Penelope Cruz. They are exceptional 
actors who have no problem giving 
100%. Robert is a credible actor who 
you can learn from.  When you see the 
movie Penelope Cruz is far from the 
cute doll you usually see.  Her acting 
was impressive. It’s really something to 
be around such professional actors 
everyday. 
 
L: Gothika should be in theatres around 
October, just in time for Halloween. 
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